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so that here, in the Weddell Sea, there is a permanent ice-
trap where the sea is covered almost always by old and heavy
floes, the accumulation of years. Here, too, the floes
becomes piled and built up on top of one another by the
constant pressure of more and more ice pressing from the
east. Every summer fragments of this old accumulated ice
are released and float awray north-eastwards, but always
more is forced against the broken and jumbled mass already
fast stuck there and the giant floes ride up on top of one
another, piling higher and higher in bizarre and fantastic
shapes. In 1915 Shackleton's ill-fated Endurance came into
this tormented region and was caught there as between the
upper and the nether millstone, between the ice already
there and the ice being forced against it by pressure from the
east. The pack-ice rode over that lovely ship and crushed
her like an eggshell, reducing her to a smothered heap of
timber and rubbish, \vhile her brave crew and their leader
escaped on to the ice with two boats and watched their ship
done to death before their eyes. Here also NordenskjokTs
Antarctic was crushed, and in 1911 the German ship Deutsch-
land narrowly escaped by blasting her way out with dyna-
mite, drifting slowly northward with the moving mass
throughout a long Antarctic winter. But Weddell, who
came here in the middle of the last century, and to whom
belongs the honour of discovering this death-trap, the
coldest and most perilous sea in the world, found no pack-ice
but icebergs many hundreds of feet high and vast multitudes
of whales. He reached the far southern land that Shackleton
was aiming for, so that when the Discovery II turned south in
early January 1932 and steamed into the Weddell Sea we
were not without hope, and insulted the Chief Engineer as he
stood at the wardroom window prophesying that soon we
should meet the ice.
We had left the fogs behind. Southward there was a line
of light above the horizon and the wind blew icily from the
south-west, whipping the sea, from which the swell had